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REMEMBER YOUR CHURCH ORPHANAGE AT THE 
THANKSGIVING SEASON 
WITH A GENEROUS OFFERING 


“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Matt. 25:40 
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Lay Again the Foundations! 


“Harken to me, ye that follow after 
righteousness, ye that seek the Lord: 
look unto the rock whence ye were 
hewn, and to the hole of the pit 
whence ye were digged’”. 


The America of our forefathers was an un- 
developed land of great potential. Life was 
rugged, devoid of the technological gadgets 
which today contribute so much to ease and 
comfort. 


None of us would care to return to the kero- 
sene lamp, the stagecoach and primitive ways 
which were an inherent part of life one hundred 
years ago. 


But life does not consist of the bread of 
gracious living, nor is man’s destiny determined 
by the multiplicity of things run by electricity, 
or anything material which he may possess. 


There is much to indicate that somewhere 
along the road America has left many of those 
ideals which contribute to her greatness. Right- 
eousness exalteth a nation but sin is a reproach 
to any people’, is still true today and there is 
grave reason to believe that there are forces 
at work which, if permitted to continue, will 
lead to national destruction. 


Righteousness is the fruit of Christian char- 
acter and that is a quality of life which comes 
from the indwelling Christ. 


Someone has observed that with the increased 
emphasis on science and the development of 
scientists little is being said about the develop- 
ment of character, without which science be- 
comes a frightening potential of destruction. 
As Prof. E. Merrill Root has written; “what 
good are skilled fire fighters who are also pyro- 
maniacs?” 

Christian character does not just happen. It 
is developed in those who in home and school 
learn of those eternal values to be found only in 
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the Bible and the Christ of that Bible. In too 
few homes (even of active Church members) is 
there to be found the determination to put God 
first in everything, while the American school 
system has been so largely secularized and then 
infected with the pernicious influence of John 
Dewey’s progressive education as to offer little to 
bulwark the nation with men and women of 
character. 


Against the devices of Satan and the multi- 
plied evidence of his pervading and degrading 
activities there remains the Rock, the sure 
Foundation on which men and nations may 
stand unmoved. God has not left Himself with- 
out a witness. On every hand are to be found 
those who still trust in Him and live for Him. 
He has given to us the means of grace which are 
adequate for any situation. Through prayer 
and consistent Christian living it is still pos- 
sible for Christian men and women to wield an 
influence for righteousness which can be used 
of God for the staying of the hand of evil. 


This is a time for prayer and action. 
—L, N. B. 


What Is Theology? 


New statements of the meaning of this great 
word keep coming. From a review of a current 
volume we read it is “that human inquiry which 
undertakes to present in intelligible form a co- 


herent and comprehensive statement of truths 


which are of ultimate concern to man.” No 
doubt this will be highly satisfactory to philos- 
ophers of religion. It makes of theology the 
queen of the sciences. But it makes no direct 
mention of God or His Word. 


* 
Many theologians, such as B. B. Warfield, 
built their definition of theology on its ety- 


mology. Theos is God and logos is word, reason, 
or discourse; therefore theology is a unified 
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discourse about God. Lake of Harvard under- 
stood this definition as implying special revela- 
tion. Only by special revelation could enough 
knowledge of God be assembled to make such a 
unified discourse. As he rejected special revela- 
tion so he consistently rejected theology and 
asked that his institution be called not the theo- 
logical school, but a school of religion. 


Karl Barth has recently taken the position 


that theology ought not be considered the queen 


of the sciences but the handmaiden of the Lord. 
The Lord Christ ought to be the subject of 
every theme in theology, the hub from which 
all the spokes fan out so that a good theology 
shows the Lordship of God, Creation, Recon- 
ciliation, Redemption, the Church, and the last 
things all are construed from Christ as the 


centre. 


To be ancilla Domini, the handmaiden hold- 


ing the torch for her Lord, is a more significant 
task than reigning as queen of the sciences, re- 
gina scientiarum. Theology is the method of 
considering from and relating everything to 
Christ and His Word. 


* * * * 
For G. C. Berkouwer, theology is a believing 
and a continuous listening to the Word of God 


and a believing reflection upon the truth of 
the Christian faith. 


_ For A Nygren, the real purpose of theology 
is to help men in attaining the core of the gospel 


message. 
—W. C. R. 


A number of individuals sub- 
scribed to the Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal for friends, one undertaking to send it 
to one hundred others. | 


As the Christmas Season approaches we 
would suggest that you send gift subscrip- 
tions to others; furthermore, that you men- 
tion the Journal to members of your 
_— who may not have subscribed so 
ar. | 


_ 


God of the Living 


MAN’S CONCEPT OF Gop largely determines 
whether he will approach him or not, and if so, 


how. 


The deist will grope through the circum- 
stances of life unware of the outstretched hand 


of the Creator because he conceives of God as 


having created the universe and then having left 
it to its own devices. 


On the other hand, the theist believes that 
God not only created the universe but that he 
is transcendent to it and yet immanent in it. 


The Christian is free to appropriate privileges 
accorded to no one else in the world. In fact, 
one of the problems in the Church stems from 
those who demand for the world as a whole those 
things reserved alone for believers. 


Unquestionably there have been those who 
would attempt to “manipulate” God for per- 
sonal advantage. The individual in the sports 
world, or in some other phase of secular life, 
who suddenly finds himself (or herself) thrust 
into the limelight, may attribute personal suc- 
cess to the “help of God.” 


There may be those who look upon God as a 
benevolent genie to be courted to the end that 
they may succeed in some cherished project. 


At the other extreme are those who, con- 
sciously or otherwise, take the deist philosophy 
and assert that God has created us with wills and 
intellects of our own and that we therefore have 


no right to “bother” him with our daily affairs. 


The biblical concept of God as our loving 
Heavenly Father is neither theory nor an ac- 
cident, for he is just that. Exactly as a human 
father is concerned over details in the affairs 
of his children, so too God in heaven is deeply 
concerned over anything and everything affect- 
ing us. To take any other attitude makes a 
travesty of the Christian faith and of the clear 
teachings of the Bible. 


Surely the God who numbers the hairs of our 
heads is concerned over the problems of every- 
day life! If not even a sparrow falls to the 
ground without the Father’s knowledge, per- 
sonal concerns of his children are surely known 
to him. 


Man lives in this world as the direct result 
of the creative power of God and it is his privi- 
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lege to know that he is the object of his infinite 
love and concern. 


Both the Old and the New Testaments are 
replete with stories of God’s personal care of his 
own. In both we find admonitions to turn to 
God for help in personal matters. 


When the Psalmist said: “Commit thy way 
unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall 
bring it to pass,” he was giving practical advice 
to the believer. 


For centuries, trusting hearts have revelled in 
the promise: “Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own understand- 
ing. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
shall direct thy paths.” 


Christians turn with a sense of relief and 
confidence to Paul’s admonition: “Be careful 
for nothing; but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God.” And with equal as- 
surance they hear the apostle Peter when he says: 
“Casting all your care upon him; for he careth 
for you.” 


God is a personal God and he guides in per- 
sonal problems. Let no man discourage the 
trusting child of God in this matter for this 
is a truth affirmed in the Scriptures, by our 
Lord in no uncertain terms, and by countless 
thousands who have tasted and who know the 
preciousness of such heavenly concern and help. 


Faced with a Little Rock or a Formosa crisis, 
Christians should pray to God for wisdom and 
guidance for all concerned. 


Confronted with world-shaking events in 
which the destinies of men and nations are at 
stake, believers have both the duty and privilege 
of turning to God. 7 


But our access to our Heavenly Father, 
through the name of his Son, is not limited to 
such matters. We have the offer of God himself 
that we can bring anything to him. In the 
blinding light of his holiness and love, selfish 
motives and unworthy requests shrivel to reveal 
the nakedness of our souls, but matters of 
genuine concern, be they ever so trivial to others, 
receive the loving attention of the One to 
whom all things of time and eternity are an 
open book. 


Far from “manipulating’’ God, we are com- 
plying with his holy will when we come in faith, 
seeking wisdom and guidance—and even things. 


The basic problem of the believer is not one 
of “manipulating” God for personal advantage, 


Rather, it is his failure to step out upon the — 


promises of God and to appropriate in daily 
use those promises for his own good, for the 
good of all concerned and for the glory of God. 
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The Chinese have a proverb: “Rich people | 
living like beggars.” How well this describes 
many Christians! With all of the fullness of 
God’s blessings open to us, how often we live 
on the husks of our own wisdom and _ under. 
standing! Confronted with baffling problems 
or acute personal needs, how often we turn to 
men for guidance and help when our first step 
should have been to look to the One to whom 
belong all heavenly treasures. 


Many years ago, we knew an old unlettered 
Chinese woman who was confronted with the 
problem of a complicated lock which had be. 
come jammed and over which two experienced 
mechanics had unsuccessfully labored for some 
time. 


The hour was late and this old Christian 
knew the comfort and possible safety of her 
American friend was at stake. 


The next morning I went to this house to 
help dismantle the lock. I found it in perfect 
working order and the jammed key removed. 
On asking the old woman what had happened, 
she replied: “I knew Miss—would be worried, 
so I just asked God to help me and the key 
came out in my hand.” 


Perhaps the Christian with the faith of a little 
child may have “manipulated” God, but to her, 
and to some of the rest of us, she had exercised 
a privilege and received a blessing, and in it all 
set an example for the believing child of God 
who can claim the promise: “But my God shall 
supply all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus.” 


The First Psalm makes a clear distinction be- 
tween the status of. the righteous and _ the 
unrighteous, and Christians know their right- 
eousness is imputed by Christ himself. It is 
given to believers to prosper, not necessarily as 
the world counts prospering, but according to 
the eternal values to be found through faith 
in God, and a part of this process is a close daily 
walk with the living Christ by which wisdom is 
given, ways are made plain and the necessities 
of life supplied. 


Christians should clearly understand that God 
has never promised ease to those who put their 
trust in Christ. But, he has promised to give 
grace for every contingency of life and to so 
overrule circumstances that they shall all work 
together for good to those who love Him. 


Furthermore, faith in His providential care 
and provision is assured if we accept the fact 
that while we do not know the future, the God 
of the future is our God. 


(From Christianity Today) 
—L.N. B. 
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‘the readiest and most abundant fruits. 


Centennial of the Brazilian | 


Presbyterian Church 


The Presbyterian Family in Brazil has passed 
the 200,000 mark in its two great bodies. The 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
of Brazil reports 161,391 members, of which 
89,741 are on the communicant roll. The In- 
dependent Presbyterian Church which grew out 
of a division over a Masonic controversy num- 
bers over 50,000. 1959 is the centennial of 
Brazilian Presbyterianism. 


It properly counts from 1859, the coming of 
Rev. A. G. Simonton from the Foreign Mission 
Board of the Presbyterian Church, Old School, 
located in New York. It is sometimes overlooked 
that our Church was at that time an integral 
part of this Old School Church, and that Dr. 


_ J. Leighton Wilson, and our Prof. Robert L. 


Dabney, had a vital part in this step. An ac- 
count thereof is found in DuBose’s ‘Memoirs of 
J. Leighton Wilson.” Speaking of Dr. Wilson’s 
services as a secretary of the New York board, 
DuBose writes: 


“One of the leading events in the joint ad- 
ministration of the rooms was the planting of a 
mission in Brazil. Rev. A. G. Simonton appeared 
before the board and asked to be sent to that 
country. Up to this time the Presbyterian mis- 
sions had been established in purely pagan lands, 
where the nations were worshiping dumb idols. 
The proposition before them now was to go to 
an empire where Roman Catholicism was the 
established religion, and it was opposed by a 
majority of the board. Dr. Wilson appeared as 
the advocate of Brazil. He pleaded that the 
young brother was so extremely anxious to go 
to that field, and that his heart and mind were 


so strongly drawn to its evangelization, that it — 


should be regarded as the guiding hand of 
Providence. Its first proposal was from Rev. Dr. 
Dabney, who, by correspondence, ‘had before 
suggested to him the policy of a mission to the 
American papal States, dwelling upon the pe- 
culiar dependence of these benighted popula- 
tions on the Protestantism of their own con- 
tinent, upon the proximity and commercial re- 
lations with our own country, and upon their 
partial preparation for the Gospel in the pos- 
session of languages cognate to our own, their 
similar civilization and their defective knowl- 
edge of the true God. The founding of such a 
mission was also argued from the example of 
the apostles, who beginning at Jerusalem, al- 
ways first directed their missionary efforts to 
the Jews of the dispersion, and obtained from 
them, notwithstanding their partial apostasy, 


The board acceded to the advice of their 


honored secretary and agreed that a small mis- 
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sion be planted in that land. The mission did 
not remain small. One reason it did not was 
that when Dr. Wilson became secretary of the 
mission work of the Southern Church he open- 
ed our mission work there also. Of the eight 
. graduates of Union Theological Seminary (Va.) 
in 1868, five volunteered for the foreign work. 


Dr. Wilson sent three of them to China and 
two to open our first Southern Presbyterian 
mission in Brazil. From this beginning we have 
developed three missions in Brazil. 


God has blessed the mission inaugurated un- 
der Dr. Wilson’s administration in New York 
and those that have sprung from his work in 
our Church. Accordingly, there are two mag- 
nificent autonomous Presbyterian Churches in 
Brazil to celebrate its centennial next year. Paul 
may plant and Apollos may water, but God has 
given the increase. 

—W. C. R. 


The Aucas Are Coming Throaill 


Latest news from the Aucas in South America 
makes promise of the fulfilment of the adage, 
“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church.” The one converted Auca woman, 
Dayuma, who last year accompanied Rachael Saint 


(sister to Nate Saint) to the United States, re- 
turned with Miss Saint to Arajuno, the mission 


station from which the Auca crusade was launched. 
There Dayuma and Rachael were joined by Betty 


- Elliott and her little girl, Valerie, and Marj Saint 


(wives of two of the five martyrs and Dr. Wil- 


_ fred Tidmarsh, veteran Ecuadorian missionary, and. 


the six entered the Auca territory. It was three 
days journey on foot, carrying their equipment 
and food on their backs. They were received 
kindly, lodging places were made for them and 
they began to preach the Gospel. With Dayuma’s 
aid they had gotten an elementary grasp of the 


- Auca dilect, enough to simply tell the Gospel story 


and the offer of salvation. 


It was also learned that the incident which 
precipitated the massacre of the five missionaries 
last year was a rivalry between two of the Auca 
leaders. One of these spread the rumor that the 
Americans had come in to capture and eat the 
Aucas. This served to inflame them to the point’ 
of murder. Now they are being convinced that 
it was a malicious lie, that the missionaries were 


only there with the kindest motives. Still, Dayuma 


says that the Aucas are treacherous and change 
their minds quickly, so it is important that all 
who are interested in the safety of these intrepid 


missionaries shall continue to pray for them and 


for the ultimate complete success of their self- 
immolating effort to carry the Gospel into that 
Godless and cruel tribe. 


W.CS. 
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Life’s Failures 


Did you ever fail miserably? Did you ever 
fail so utterly on some particular test of life that 
you concluded that your whole life was a failure? 
Did you ever feel so badly about some failure 
that you began to doubt—your religion, your sin- 
cerity, your ability—everything? If this has hap- 
pened to you, take courage, for we are told by 
James, “Count it all joy when ye -fall into divers 


temptations, knowing this, that the trying of © 


your faith worketh patience.” 


The Christian’s life is a combination of good 
and evil with the good (thank God) predominating. 
It is a constant conflict between positives and nega- 
tives. Everything in this life is that way, for 
instance, look at your electric light. The light 
is made possible because of the power generated 
when the positive and negative elements conflict. 
The river flows smoothly until a dam is placed 
across its path and in the overcoming of the 
obstacle—power is generated and let us note—no 
smooth flowing river—no smooth flowing church, 
no smooth flowing life ever generated any power— 
power is generated in the overcoming of obstacles, 
insurmountable obstacles—so let us rejoice in the 
obstacles, in the failures of life, for in the over- 
coming of them we generate power which will lift 
us up higher in the Christian life. The devil is 
the negative force, God is the positive, and the 
conflict between the two in which God will pre- 
dominate, generates power which glorifies God. 


Doesn’t that explain the devil? 
R.Le.C. 


Envy 
“full of envy” Romans 1:29. 


It is sometimes necessary to talk about bad 
things. When the doctor comes to see you, he 
does not spend all his time talking about the 
lovely weather or the splendid health of most of 
the people. He is obliged to consider your 
trouble, your disease, bad as it may be. That 
is why he came. If you take a walk in the 
woods you naturally think of the beautiful trees 
and flowers, but it is necessary to warn about 
poison ivy or snakes or spiders. 


Envy is a bad thing. There is nothing at- 
tractive about it. It has been, and is a curse 
to mankind. Let us look at it and see. 


I. The Course of Envy. It has a bad record 
in the Bible and in all History. Take the case 
of Cain and Abel. We all know that Cain 
murdered Abel. Why? Was it not because of 
envy? Jacob had lots of trouble in his house- 
hold. Why did Joseph’s brothers sell him into 
slavery? We can easily see why as we read the 
sad story. Korah, Dathan, and Abiram rebelled 
against Moses, and even Aaron and Miriam 
turned against him. Why? the answer is envy. 
Perhaps the most extreme case of envy and 
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~ jealousy is seen in the case of Saul and David. 


educational material 


It literally drove Saul insane. Daniel was one 
of the greatest men in the Bible. He was cast 
into the lion’s den because of envy. Our Say. 
iour lived a spotless life. The leaders of the 
Jews delivered Him up to Pilate because of 
envy. Paul met opposition everywhere and usv- 
ally because the Jews were filled or moved with 
envy. It runs like a serpent’s trail all through 
the Bible. | 


II. The Curse of Envy. 
It has been the curse of many hearts as it 


_was of Cain and Saul. It has spoiled the hap- 


piness of many homes like the home of Jacob. 
We see it in the life of nations. Why is America 
hated in many parts of the world? Is it not be. 
cause we are the richest nation in the world? 
It ruins social life today as it always has. Envy 
and jealousy work havoc in society. In Holly- 
wood we see it in all its ugliness as actors and 
actresses compete with one another. It is a 
curse to business life and to politics. The wise 
man calls it “rottenness of the bones”. It is 
like bone cancer, or blood cancer. 


III. The Cure for Envy. 


When the doctor tells us there is “no cure”, 
we are discouraged. If he says, however, “you 
are terribly sick, but we have a cure, a sure cure, 
for your disease’, then we have hope. There is 
a sure cure for envy: “LOVE ENVIETH NOT”. 
If Cain had loved Abel, if Joseph’s brothers had 
loved him, if Saul had loved David, if the Jewish 
leaders had loved Jesus, if the Jews had loved 
the Gentiles, there would have been an end of 
envy. Let love fill our hearts and envy will 

leave forever. | 
—J. K. P. 
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WHERE ARE OUR ORPHANAGE 


Deane 


For eleven years I have been a matron in 


an Orphanage but recently several things have 


come up which made me ask myself this ques- 
tion. Where are our Orphanage workers — 
especially in our Church Orphanages? 


It is true that more and more Homes are 
beginning to set the age limit of 62 or 65 
for their matrons but it is equally true that 
some workers who are younger should be re- 
placed by those with more love and under- 
standing of the problems of children. Several 
weeks ago, upon the hiring of a new matron, 
one of the children remarked, “This isn’t a 
Children’s Home — it’s an Old Ladies Home.” 
Of course this was not well received by the 
staff and yet, did the child not have something 
after all? Are we not just refusing to face facts? 


Many of our older matrons are working in 


Homes because they do not want to live with 
their children but want to feel independent - 


so turn to Orphanage work because they have 
“raised my own family,” consequently would 
know how to take care of these children. Facts 


must be faced right there that these children 
are something special and therefore because — 


they have special problems, they need special 
care. More and more through the years do I 
realize their desperate need of love, understand- 
ing and discipline. Discipline because they need 
to know there is fair play within their Home 
and among their group. Too many older ma- 
trons have lost touch with this fast moving 
generation, thus lack the understanding needed. 
Too many feel sorry for these children, thus 
leave off the discipline entirely, something 
they did not do with their own children. And, 


perhaps the most important of all, they do. 


not love the children. It takes so little to please 
a child—even a kind word. Several years ago 


while attending a training course for House- 


mothers at a nearby University I mentioned 
the fact that I went around each night, covered 
the children up, kissed them good-night and 
if there was anything they wanted to tell me 
of the day’s happenings, took time to listen. 
Three-fourths of the matrons present replied 


with, “I wouldn’t take all that time” .. . is 
their work a JOB or a VOCATION or were 


they CALLED of God for that particular place? 


What do you know of the matrons in the 
Home you support? Our churches are willing 
to send old clothing, take up Thanksgiving 
offerings, etc., for our church Homes but do 
they not owe these children something even 
more important by seeing that they have the 


right kind of leadership and as much love as 
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is possible within the Home? Visit your Home, 
know your matrons, being careful not to criti- 
cize too much, for matrons get more criticism 
than help from the general public. 


Go back to your churches and your minister 
and tell him the need YOU have seen for 
younger matrons or couples in Orphanages. 
Where are our young people who graduate 
from high school, college, Bible College and 


Seminary each year? ‘They are certainly not 


going into Orphanage work where they are 
needed so desperately. Now let us see why? 

Is it because of the low salaries paid Orph- 
anage workers? (Eleven years ago salaries were 
$50.00 - $60.00 — although there has been a 
slight increase since that time.) However, 
matrons are paid over a period of years when 
they stand and watch these children being 
capped at the Hospital Graduation services, see 
them become fine teachers and business men or 
visit them in their own home. It may take time, 
but matrons are “paid”’. 

Are young people not going into this work 
because it is a lonely life? Surrounded though 
you may be by children and other workers, 


for the young person or young couple it is 


a lonely life. 


Are young people not going into the work 
because it 7s work? Physically, mentally and 
spiritually it requires stamina and the courage 
to keep going regardless of conditions surround- 


ing you. Perhaps the verse that has meant 


most to me these past years is . . . “as thy days 
so shall thy strength be” ... and it WORKS! 

Is God speaking to your heart about this 
work so long neglected by the young people? 
Orphanages need youth in their workers. More 
than that they need young Christian workers, 
for without Christ the days are too long, the 
work too hard and the spiritual battle cannot 
be won. Won’t you pray and then “come over 


and help us.” 


And to you ministers . . . will you not stress 


the needs of Orphanages round about for 
matrons — young matrons — who are filled 
with the Love of God and His love for chil- 


dren? 
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Partnership With God 


A Business Man’s Views on Christian Stewardship 
By Kenneth S. Keyes 


One of the words that came to have a real 
meaning for us during the last war was the word 
“priority.” We learned that the things most im- 
portant to the war effort had to be given the 
right of way over everything else—that they had 


to come first. 


I believe with all my heart that the lesson we 
Christians need most to learn is to put first things 
first. And God’s Word reveals very plainly what 
those things are. 


After telling His followers that they are not 
to worry about food, drink and clothing (Mat- 
thew 6:25-32) Jesus said, “Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God and His righteousness’ and He 
promised that He will provide the other things 
according to our need. 


This clear-cut statement from the Master’s lips 
can mean only one thing: the things of God are 
to come ahead of everything else—we are to sur- 
render ourselves completely to Him—to give Him 
first priority in our lives. 


God certainly is entitled to first claim on our 
time because he controls our time. The years we 
will spend on this earth are in His hands. 


God should have first claim on our energy 
because our health, from which we derive our 
energy, is under His control. 


God surely has first claim on our abilities be- 
cause He gives us our talents of varying kinds. 


And it naturally follows that God should have 
first claim on our money because the dollars we 
earn are the direct result of our use of the time, 
energy and ability that God has given us. 


Our problem, then—yours and mine—is first 
to definitely recognize God’s prior claim on these 
things and then to actually acknowledge His claim 
in the way we live and handle our affairs. 


If we are to put God first we must use a por- 
tion of each day for the study of God’s Word and 
for a vital prayer life. Our energies and our 
abilities must be used to witness for Him—to serve 
Him in our daily walks of life. 


But if we dedicate these things and hold back 
our money, we miss a very vital part of our 
Christian experience “for where your treasure is 
there will your heart be also.” 


I. Our Attitude Toward Our Money 
For many of us, the most difficult thing of all 
to surrender is our money. That’s easy to under- 
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stand, because in a very real sense the money we 
earn is our lives converted into dollars—it’s our 
time, our energy and our ability—our life blood, 
if you will—minted into coin. | 


When we face the facts fairly, we realize that 
our money isn’t ours at all in any lasting sense, 
We can’t take it with us when we die; we can’t 
even be sure of keeping it while we live for sudden 
reverses can sweep it all away. In the final 
analysis, then, money is simply something that God 
entrusts to us and allows us to use during our 
lifetime. 


To enable us to remember always that God. 
has first claim on our dollars He asks us to adopt 
a simple, practical and business-like plan known 
as tithing—to set aside one-tenth of our income 
or profits, dedicating this tenth to the glory of 
God and using it for the advancement of His 
causes on the earth. | 


II. Our Obligation To Tithe 


When God organized the Jewish people into 
a nation, He gave them a law which said, (Lev. 
27:30) “And all the tithe of the land, whether 
of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, 
is the Lord’s; it is holy unto the Lord.” Note 
that it doesn’t say: “The tithe should be given to 
the Lord.” It says it “JS” the Lord’s. 


Years later the prophet Malachi was rebuking 
the Jewish people for indifference and disobedi- 
ence to the laws of God. In Mal. 3:7-9 God 
speaks through the prophet about his law of the 
tithe. He doesn’t accuse the people of neglecting 
their duty. He doesn’t suggest that they have 
not been liberal enough. He says, “Ye have 


ROBBED me in tithes and offerings.” 


This plain statement clearly implies that when 
they withheld a part of that tenth they were 
taking from God something that belonged to Him. 


If our Federal Government has the right to 
levy a tax on our incomes, surely God who gives 
us time, energy and ability and provides the ma- 
terials with which we earn those incomes has a 
perfect right to claim a definite part of them for 
His work. | 


There are some who take the position that 
Christians are not obligated to tithe because Christ’s 
coming freed them from obedience to the Mosaic 
laws. Whether the law of the tithe is binding 
upon believers today is, to me, unimportant. I 
feel that our love for God, our gratitude for the 
salvation that we have through His Son and our 
appreciation for the many blessings that we re- 
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ceive daily should prompt us to use at least a tenth 
of our income for God’s honor and glory. 


iI. The Practical Side—Does Tithing Pay? 


Looking at tithing from the practical side— 
does tithing pay? Does it bring dollars and cents 
dividends in addition to its spiritual blessings? 


In the last 20 years I have spoken on tithing 
to thousands of church members and I have yet 
to meet one who faithfully tithed his income 
without receiving a real blessing. In most cases 
the tither’s income increases, but where it does 
not, the universal experience seems to be that the 
Lord makes the 9/10ths go further than the 
10/10ths did before. 


Tithing helps us to remember that. all belongs 
to God and serves to make us more economical 
and systematic in our use of money. Furthermore, 
the man who thinks of his time and ability as 
belonging to God will ordinarily be a better work- 
man and will deserve promotion and increased 


responsibility. 


It seems logical to me to believe that God 
would bless financially those who recognize His 
ownership and who honor Him by dedicating at 


least a tenth of their incomes to His work here 


on earth. Malachi 3:10 says, “Bring ye the whole 
tithe into the storehouse — and prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven and pour you 
out a blessing that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.’ 


Proverbs 3:9, 10 says, “Honor the Lord with 
thy substance and with the first fruits of all thine 


Increase, so shall thy barns be filled with plenty 


and thy presses burst out with new wine.” 


That tithing does pay financially as well as 
spiritually has been the experience and the testi- 


mony of many of our country’s great business and 


financial leaders. 


William Colgate—of the great tooth paste and 
toilet preparation firm—was a tither; Heinz of 
57 Varieties; Hershey of Hershey’s Chocolate; 
Kraft of Kraft Cheese; Jarman, the shoe manu- 
facturer; Hyde of Mentholatum; Kellogg of Corn 
Flake fame; Crowell of Quaker Oats; Kerr of 
the Kerr Fruit Jars; Proctor of Ivory Soap ; 
Wanamaker, the department store merchant—are 
just a few of the well- known business leaders who 
honored God with their tithes and offerings. 


One time John D. Rockefeller, Sr., was asked 
if he tithed. He replied: “Yes, I tithe. My first 
wages amounted to $1.50 a week. The first week 
I took the $1.50 home to my mother and she held 
the money in her lap and explained to me that 


_ she would be happy if I would give a tenth of it 


to the Lord. I did and from that week to this day 
I have tithed every dollar that God has entrusted 


to me and I want to say to you that if I had not 


tithed the first dollar I made, I would not have 
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tithed the first million dollars I made. Train the 
children to tithe and they will grow up to be 
faithful stewards of the Lord.” 


Back in 1935 a salesman in my organization 
was $500 in debt. He started tithing. In 1936 he 
paid off the loan before it was due and had $1200 
in cash which he used to open a real estate office 
in his home city. In 1937 he earned $7,890; in 
1938, $10,842; in 1939, $15,143; and in 1940, 
$17,499. As his income increased he gave approxi- 
mately one-fourth of his income to church and 
charitable organizations. The more he gave, the 
more God prospered him. 


Several years ago we heard a North Carolina 
lumber man give his experience. He had tithed 
for many years and God had prospered him. He 
increased God’s part to 15°%—then to 20%—and 
God continued to bless. Finally he bought a big 
planing mill and showed his gratitude by dedi- 
cating 50% of the profits to God’s work. In recent 
years more than $100,000 of these profits had 
been used to advance the Kingdom. 


A Tennessee automobile dealer who aecall this 
message and started tithing, later wrote: 


“T have learned that by forming a partner- 
ship with Christ and paying more attention to 
spiritual things and less to material things every- 
thing works out much better. I am much better 
off financially now than I was before I started 
tithing but even if I had less money I could con- 
tinue to tithe, for it has been the source of my 
happiest Christian experience. I have learned that 
being a partner with Christ and having the privi- 
lege of handling a small portion of his business is 


worth more than all the world has to offer.” 


In my own experience, tithing has brought 
financial blessing. After giving God the leftovers 
for many years, we started taking out His share 
first during the depression of 1932. It wasn’t easy 
to do at first. My income was barely enough for 


my family’s needs. 


During that first year my income increased 
60%. The second year it was more than double 
what it had been before we started tithing and 
it continued to grow. 


Then we decided to tithe our company income, 
too. The first year our tithing resolution was 
adopted we made more money than in any previous 
year in the company’s existence. The next year our 


_ profits were larger still. 


Then after seven or eight years of substantial 
growth our income stopped increasing. Seeking 
ahe answer [| finally realized that during all these 
years we had been devoting to God’s work only 
the tenth of our income that was already His— 
that we had completely failed to show our grati- 
tude for the financial blessings that God had poured 
out so bountifully. When we increased our tithe 
to include love gifts and offerings our income 


resumed its upward trend and we had the joy 
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of knowing that God was once more guiding our 
business affairs. 


Of course a skeptic can say, ‘‘Haven’t business 
conditions generally improved? Wouldn’t your in- 
come have increased just as much if you had not 
tithed?”’ I doubt it. It just seems good, sound 
business reasoning to believe that God will bless 
financially the man or woman, or the _ business 
tirm, that honors Him and tries to further His 
program on earth. I honestly do not believe that 
our income would have increased as much as it 
has, if we had withheld our tithes and offerings. 


IV. The Spiritual Side Of Tithing 


But the financial blessing that so often comes 
to the tither is not the main thing. The spiritual 
blessing is far more important. 


When we tithe, we have the satisfaction of 
knowing that we are putting God first in this 
vitally important part of our lives. With this 
knowledge comes the realization that we are 
actually in partnership with God. It’s glorious to 
have God as a partner. An everpresent God to 
whom we can take our problems any time, any 
place, anywhere we happen to be. An all-knowing 
God who knows what is best for us. An all- 
powerful God who can bring to pass those things 
that are best for our spiritual, our physical and 
our financial advantage! 


We need never fear the outcome of events 
when we have God for our partner. We need not 
worry about business deals when He is at the 
helm of our ship. 


And the tither has great joy in realizing that 
he is God’s partner too—that he is plaving a real 
part in advancing God’s program in the world 
today. 


If you are a child of God and want greater 
happiness in your Christian faith—,\ou will find 
it when you dedicate a liberal part cf your income 
for the advancement of God’s Kingdom on earth 
and give God the right-of-way in vour life. 


If you have not accepted Christ’s sacrificial 
death on the cross as the payment for your sins, 
then I do not believe you will receive a blessing 
from tithing. God’s promises are to His children, 
not to those who reject His Son. Read John 3:16 


and 36 and Romans 10:9, 10, and put your trust 


in Him. 
IV. How To Tithe 


For those of us who have salaries, figuring the 
tithe is easy. Simply set aside 1/10th of our pay 
as we receive it—separating it from the money 
that we spend for ourselves. “‘Upon the first day 
of the week let everyone of you lay by him in store 


as God has prospered him.” (1 Cor. 16:2.) 


If we are engaged in business or a profession, 
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the tithe would be figured on our net incomes— 
the amount remaining after our actual business 
or professional expenses are deducted. Usually 
we will know each month just what our profit has 
been and the tithe can be set aside then. 


But if you happen to be farming or in a business 
where you do not know how much you have 
made until the end of the year, don’t deny yourself 
the blessings of partnership over such a _ long 
period, but estimate your earnings and spénd your 
estimated tithe for the glory of God. I suggest 
that you estimate it on the high side rather than 
the low side. God usually helps to make such 
liberal estimates come true. 


Many questions are asked about what items 
may be deducted in figuring the net income. The 
best answer to all these questions is—‘“Be as fair 
with God as you would expect a business partner 
to be with you.’”—and if you adopt this principle 
there is little likelihood of your being led astray 
in your application of the plan. 


Summary 


Let’s summarize briefly the reasons why you 


and I as believers should tithe our incomes: 


1. It is God’s plan handed down to us in His 
Word. : 


2. It was endorsed by our Lord and Saviour, 


Jesus Christ. 


3. It is the only practical business-like way for 
us to recognize God’s prior claim on our time, 
energy and ability and the dollars we produce 
with them. | 


4. It will enrich our lives spiritually. 


5. It usually brings financial blessing. 


6. It is a most vital step if we are to fulfill 
the first and great commandment—“to love 
the Lord our God with all our heart, with all 
our soul and with all our mind.” | on. 


If you have been giving God the leftovers of 


your income instead of His tithe then you have 


been depriving yourself of one of the greatest 
joys in your Christian life. You have been cutting 
yourself off from the blessings, both spiritual and 
financial, that come from partnership with God. 


Accept God’s challenge in Malachi 3:10 and 
try His plan during the next 12 months. Just 
give it a fair trial—for a year. I predict that it 
will be the happiest year in your Christian exist- 
ence and that you will continue this practice as 
long as you live. 


I thank God for leading me to see that all 
that I am and have belongs to Him and to ex- 
perience the joy that comes when one is in part- 
nership with Him. I have tried God’s plan. It 
works. I urge you to try it, too. 
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leaning Her Beloved 


By Martin A. Hopkins Th. D. 


Who 1s this that cometh up from the wilderness, 
leaning upon her beloved? (S. ©. S. 8:5) 


The Song of Solomon is best understood if 
we regard it as a dramatic lyric poem on love, 
consisting of monologues, dialogues, musings, 
dreams, and choral songs. The purpose of the 
lyric is to contrast the sordid, sensual love of 
King Solomon’s harem with the pure love of a 
rustic maiden and her shepherd lover. This 
purpose is not brought out fully till S. O. S. 
8:6,7 which contains a marvelous panegyric on 
love: 


“Set me a seal upon thy heart, 
As a seal upon thine arm: 
For love is strong as death; 
Jealousy is cruel as Sheol; 
The flashes thereof are flashes of fire, 
A very flame of Jehovah. 
Many waters cannot quench love, 
Neither can the floods drown it: 
If a man would give all the 
substance of his house for love, 
He would utterly be condemned.” 


In all the world’s literature there is no higher 
reflection on the origin, nature, and power of 


pure love. It is a flame kindled by Jehovah 


Himself in human hearts. It is a flame kindled 
by the God who Himself is love (I John 4:8). 
The highest revelation about God is that He 
is love. The ‘highest revelation about love is 
that it is a flame kindled by Jehovah. For only 
love can kindle love. Only the pure, holy love 
of God can kindle pure, holy love in human 
hearts. | 


This poem is naturally divided into five parts 
by four adjurations addressed by the Shulamite 
maiden to the daughters of Jerusalem in 2:7; 
3:5; 5:8; and 8:4. Three of these adjurations 
are exactly similar in form, and all four make 
mention of love. In the three similar adjura- 
tions the reference is not to the rousing of a 
lover, but of the emotion of love. The daugh- 
ters of Jerusalem have been attempting to 
awake love for Solomon in the heart of the 
rustic maiden by fulsome praises of him, and 
she adjures them to cease from their vain at- 
tempt. For true and worthy love should owe 
nothing to excitements from without, but 
should be free and spontaneous as the gazelles 
upon the hills. 

The dramatis personae are: King Solomon, 
the rustic maiden, who in 6:13 is called the 
Shulamite, her shepherd lover, the women of 
King Solomon’s harem who are called “the 
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daughters of Jerusalem”, try to win her for the 
King. The plot that underlies this love lyric is as 
follows: “A beautiful maiden of Shulam, born 
of well-off country folk, and her mother’s only 
daughter, had several rather harsh brothers, 


who in their anger set her to watch the vine- 


yards (1:6). This necessarily exposed her to 
the sun, and to some extent impaired her 
beauty (1:6). Having gone down one day into 
a garden to admire the growth of the plants 
and to enjoy the beauty of spring, she sud- 
denly came upon a party of people belonging 
to the court, and by force or persuasion was 
conducted to a royal residence of Solomon, at 
first perhaps in Jerusalem, later somewhere near 
Lebanon. There the ladies of the harem, ‘the 
daughters of Jerusalem’, try to win her for the 
king. Solomon himself also pays his court, 
but she continues steadfast to her rustic shep- 
herd lover. He comes and calls to her to flee 
away with him from the royal palace at Leba- 
non. Wearied by her continued resistance, and 
touched maybe by the steadfastness of her love 
for the young shepherd, King Solomon lets 
the Shulamite go. She joins the waiting shep- 
herd outside the palace, and leaning upon his 
arm returns to her mother’s home. The pair 
of lovers thus cross the open fields and draw 
near to the familiar scenes of home. Neighbor- 
ing villagers, laboring in the fields by the road- 
side, see them and say: ‘Who is this that cometh 
up out of the wilderness leaning upon her 


beloved?’ ”’ 


The church of all ages has ever seen in this 
exquisite little love lyric a deeper and mystic 
meaning and interpreted it as of the love of 
Christ for His bride the church. and each mem- ~ 


‘ber of the church. So Charles Weslev has taught 


us to sing “Jesus. lover of my soul. let me to 
thy bosom fly.” The mystics of all ages have 
loved this book, and found food in it for 
spiritual reflection. It is said that Bernard of 
Clairvaux (1091-1153) preached eighty-six ser- 
mons on the first two chapters. The Apostle 
Paul gives us warrant for the mystical inter- 
pretation of the love of husband and wife, of 
which he says: “This mystery is great; but I 
speak in regard of Christ and the church” 
(Eph. 5:32). So let us interpret our text as 
referring to the church, the bride of Christ, 
leaning on her Beloved, the Lord Jesus Christ, 


the heavenly Bridegroom, and coming up out of 
the wilderness. It presents a wonderful picture 
of Christ and His Bride, that is full of deep 
spiritual lessons. We learn that: ; 
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I. 


The church is on a journey: 


“Who is this that cometh up 
from the wilderness?” 


This is the question that comes from an 
astonished world, too immersed in material 
things to understand spiritual realities. ‘Their 
eyes are so blinded by the god of this world 
that they cannot see the glory that shines from 
the face of the heavenly Bridgegroom (II Cor. 
4.4). The world does not know the Bride- 
groom. “He was in the world . . . and the 
world knew Him not” (John 1:10). Neither 
does it know the bride, for the bride is no 
more of the world than is the Bridegroom: 
“They are not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world” (John 17:16) ‘For this cause 
the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him 
not.” (I John 3:1). “Because as He is, even 
so are we in this world.” (I John 4:17). 


Neither does the world understand the Chris- . 


tian’s love for the Lord Jesus Christ, and taunts 
us as the daughters of Jerusalem taunted. the 
Shulamite, saying: “What is thy beloved more 
than another beloved, O thou fairest among 
women? What is thy beloved more than an- 
other beloved, that thou dost so adjure us?” 
(Song of Solomon 5:9). 


In Song of Solomon 3:6 the Shulamite asks 
a similar question in her naive simplicity and 
lack of sophistication: ‘““Who is this that cometh 
up from the wilderness like pillars of smoke?” 
It is a royal procession, headed by Solomon 
in all his glory, sitting in his palanquin, and 
surrounded by all his warriors. But the Shula- 
mite is not swept off her feet by this display 
of regal pomp. She knows that it is all tran- 
sitory and destined to pass away (I John 2:17). 
Oh, may our hearts be so filled with love for 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and so absorbed with 
Him, that the world with all its vain charms 
will have no attraction for us. Only thus will 
we be able to press on unimpeded toward the 
goal unto the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:14). 


The church is coming up from the wilder- 
ness, which in the Bible is ever the type of 
the world full of sin, darkness, and unbelief. 
The Christian is a pilgrim and a stranger in 
the world (Heb. 11:13; I Peter 2:11). From 
the moment we behold the glory of the crucified 
and risen Saviour, our hearts should be so 
filled with love for Him that the world, that 
once seemed so beautiful and alluring, will 
become a wilderness to us. “Howbeit what 
things were gain to me I counted loss for 
Christ . . . I do count them but refuse that 
I may gain Christ.” (Phil. 3:7,8). It is a jour- 
ney out of the wilderness, but it is a journey 
through the wilderness, for though we are 
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not of the world, we are still in the world, and 
will be till death, or the Lord comes for us at 


the Rapture. | 


The journey is an upward journey: we are 
coming up from the wilderness. It is a journey 
upward to Zion, the beautiful City of God. 
It is the journey that Bunyan has so graphically 
described in his immortal “Pilgrim’s Progress.” 
Every day should find us higher up and farther 
on the way than the day before. 


IT. 


The church has a Companion. 


As the Shulamite was not alone—she was 
leaning on her beloved—so the church and 
the Christian have as Companion the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is an all-wise and infallible 
Guide. He knows the wilderness way with 
its trials, temptations, snares, and dangers, and 
will guide us in triumph through all (II Cor. 
2:14). |The Shulamite was triumphant in 
the certainty of love as she came up out of 
the wilderness leaning on her beloved. So 
our Lord will lead us with His banner of love 
over us ©, 5. 2:4). “Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through 


Him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37). 


He is also an inseparable Companion. He 
is the Friend that sticketh closer than a brother 
(Prov. 18:24), who says “JI will not fail thee, 
nor forsake thee.” (Josh. 1:5). “Lo, I am 
with you all the days even unto the consum- 
mation of the age.” (Matt. 28:19). “When thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with thee; 
and through the rivers, they shall not over- 
flow thee; when thou walkest through the fire, 
thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the- 
flame kindle upon thee.” (Isa. 43:2). “Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ?” 
Then Paul names over every conceivable thing 
that might possibly separate us, and concludes | 
the long list by saying ‘“‘nor any other creature 
shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 
8:35-39) . 


ITI. 


The church is weary with the journey: she is 
leaning upon her Beloved. 


The journey through the wilderness has been 
long and tiresome. Often she is faint, dis- 
couraged, and footsore, feeling that she can- 
not take another step. But her Companion 
upon whom she leans never grows weary or 
discouraged. He whispers to her words of 
courage and cheer. How often our Lord said 
to His disciples: Fear not, be of good cheer. 
It is I, be not afraid. See also Isaiah 40:28-30. 
His strength is made perfect in weakness. He 
strengthens us by His Spirit with might in the 
inner man. (II. Cor. 12:9; Eph. 3:16). 
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IV. 


The church leans—the Lord supports. 


The harder she leans the more does she 
realize the strength of the arm that supports 
her. ““The eternal God is thy refuge, and under- 
neath are the everlasting arms.” (Deut. 33:27). 
When we are weary and exhausted we should 
lean on Jesus. He will sustain and support 
us. We should lean on Jesus every day, every 
hour all along the way of our wilderness jour- 
ney. When the burdens are heavy, lean on 
Jesus. “Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and 
He will sustain thee.” (Psalm 55:22). When 
we are lonely, lean on Jesus. When earthly 
friends fail us, lean on Jesus. Jesus never fails. 


_ When the days are dark and temptations assail, 


lean on Jesus. When Satan attacks us with 
his fiery darts, lean on Jesus for protection. 
When dark thunder clouds break over us, lean 
on Jesus. When death stares us in the face, 
lean on Jesus. He has conquered death, and 
says: “Fear not; ... I am the living One; and 
I was dead, and behold I am alive forevermore, 
and I have the keys of death and of hades.” 
(Rev. 1:17,18). ‘The Christian’s posture is ever 


‘to be that of John the beloved, who leaned 


upon Jesus’ breast (John 13:25; 21:20). Lean- 
ing on the Beloved, we can sing: 


“Leaning on Jesus, leaning on Jesus, 
Safe and secure from all alarms, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 
Oh, how safe I am in this pilgrim. way; 
Oh, how bright the path grows from 
day to day. 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear? 
I have perfect peace with my Saviour near.” 


V. 


| The church loves and is loved. 


She is leaning upon her Beloved. We love 
Him because He first loved us. His love awak- 
ened ours. Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that He loved us and gave His Son 
for us. When we were dead in sin, selfishness, 
and_worldliness, He loved us and gave Himself 
for us. The realization of the divine love fills 
us with deep shame and humility as we feel 
how poor and inadequate is the love we offer 
in response. 


How individualizing is the divine love. “God 
so loved the world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son . .. Christ loved the church and 
gave Himself for it . . . the Son of God who 
loved me and gave Himself for me (John 3:16; 
Eph. 5:25; Gal. 2:20). His love grows sweeter 
day by day as we go through the wilderness 
leaning on our Beloved. Yet too there is the 
danger of leaving our first love like the Ephesian 
church (Rev. 2:4). The only way to avoid this 
is to realize our own weakness and constantly 
to lean on our Beloved, ever studying His Word 
and communing with Him in prayer. 
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VI. 


The church is close to the Lord. 


The Shulamite was leaning on her beloved, 
near his heart, in closest, dearest fellowship. 
So we are to keep close to the Lord Jesus, the 
Lover of our souls. This is the only place of 
safety, certainty, satisfaction, and enjoyment. 
It is only when we are close to Him that we 
can really lean on Him. Leaning implies close- 
ness. We must keep pace with Him as we 
come up out of the wilderness. Let us not 
rush ahead in presumption, nor lag behind in 
unbelief and disobedience. For when we cease 
to lean, we will soon tumble and fall. When 
we lean close to our Beloved, we can hear what 
He says, and have wonderful fellowship with 
Him, as we walk and talk together arm in 
arm. “Yea, and our fellowship is with the 
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. (I John 
1:3). 


VII. 
The church has the mind of Christ. 


She sees what He sees; she thinks what He 
thinks; she goes where He goes. Her will is 
lost in His perfect will. She has spiritual vision 
because she sees with His eyes. Things that 
were commonplace become sacred as we go 
through the wilderness leaning on our Beloved. 
Sunrises become more glorious, and sunsets 
more gorgeous in fellowship with Him. The 
ordinary places become sacred because in them 
we have kept tryst with our Beloved. As the 
Shulamite came up from the wilderness lean- 
ing on her beloved, he pointed out to her 
the old apple tree where he first met her 
and stirred up her love. Her lover had not 
forgotten the place and reminds her of it. 
Jesus never forgets the place where He first 
met us and won our hearts. Neither should 
we forget our trysting places with Him. Not 
only do we see things through His eyes, which 
is true spiritual vision, but we _ think His 
thoughts after Him, so that our minds are 
set upon the things that are above where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God (Col. 
3:1). Seeing as He sees, and thinking as He 
thinks, we go where He goes. “They follow 
the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.” (Rev. 
14:4). Only thus can He lead us through 


the wilderness. : 


As we thus lean upon our Beloved, the wil- 
derness behind us stretches out vaster and 
vaster, and that before us lessens, till before 
we know it the spires of the City of God 
glisten ahead, and there is ministered unto us 
an abundant entrance into the eternal king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
(II Peter 1:11). He has gone to prepare a 
place for us, and will come again to receive 


us unto Himself, that “where I am, there ye 
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may be also” (John 14:4). Heaven is where 
Jesus is. It is but the prolongation to eternity 
of the fellowship with Jesus begun here on 
earth, leaning by faith on our Beloved. There 
we will see Him face to face, and be forever 
with Him in His glory. It is wonderful to 
come up from the wilderness leaning on our 
Beloved; but when we reach the glory over 
there, we will be like the queen of Sheba when 
she saw the glory of Solomon, and say the half 
has never yet been told (II Chron. 9:6). For 
“eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
Him.” (I Cor. 2:9). 


“Glories upon glories 
Hath our God prepared, 
By the souls that love Him 
One day to be shared: 
Eye hath not beheld them; 
Ear hath never heard; 
Nor of them hath uttered 
Thought or speech a word; 
Forward, ever forward, 
Clad in armor bright; 
Till the veil be lifted, 
Till our faith be sight.” 
—Henry Alford 


Gold, Silver, & Precious Stones 


By George Scotchmer, Pastor 
First Presbyterian Church 
Galveston, Texas | 


In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul sets 
forth the believer’s life as a building — ‘‘God’s 
building” (I Cor. 3:9). There are two important 
things about this building: 


1. the Foundation, and 
2. Superstructure. 


Now in order to be “‘God’s building” we must 
have as our Foundation the eternal Rock of sal- 
vation—“Other foundations can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (I Cor. 
3:11). This is the Foundation of which our Lord 
himself spoke when He declared: “Upon this Rock 
(His Own Person) I will build my Church and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
(Matthew 16:18). 


Regardless of how impressive the superstructure 
of morality, integrity, or respectability, unless our 
souls are anchored firmly to the Rock Christ 
Jesus, we are building on sand. Our structure 
will never stand the storms of God’s judgment. 


Conversely if our life is premised upon the Rock 
of Ages regardless of how feeble or flimsy the 
superstructure, we have a Foundation which all 
the forces of hell can never shake. We are eternally 
saved when we truly trust Him, declaring our- 
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- selves bankrupt and saying with the hymnist: 


“Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee.” 


But having looked at the Foundation, let us turn 
now to the Superstructure. While there can be 
only ome Foundation for our life, if it is to be 
heaven-bound, there can be different types of 
superstructure. We read in this same segment of 
Scripture: “Now if any man build upon this found- 
dation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 
stubble—each man’s work will become manifest; 
for the Day will disclose it, because it will be 
revealed by fire and the fire will test what sort of 
work each one has done. If the work which any 
man has built on the foundation survives he will 
receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, 
he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, 
but only through fire.” (I Corinthians 3:12-15). 


Thus we see it is possible to build a superstruc- 
ture of gold, silver, and precious stones, a super- 
structure which will survive divine testing; a 
superstructure which will bring a glorious reward. 
It is also possible to build a superstructure of 
wood, hay, and stubble, which will not survive the 
everlasting burnings, a self-structure which will 
result in loss. 


Gold, silver, and precious stones signify works 
which abide the test of God’s fire. Wood, hay, and 
stubble symbolize those dead works which will be 
consumed as chaff in the eternal burnings. Gold, 
silver, and precious stones are works performed 
in the power of the Holy Spirit for the glory of 
Him who redeemed us. These have the imprint 
of eternity upon them. Wood, hay, and stubble, 
may be legitimate works, they may even be religious 
works, but they are performed in the energy of the 
flesh for the satisfaction of self, with no reference 


to Christ. These are marked for time only. Since 


they bring no glory to the eternal Christ, they 
have no eternal significance, 


_ These contrasting works are set forth upon an 
occasion when Jesus visited the home of Mary and 
Martha. We read: “Mary... sat at Jesus’ feet, 
and heard His Word. But Martha was distracted 
with much serving; and she went to him and said: 
‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left 
me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me,’ 
But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you 
are anxious and troubled about many things; one 
thing is needful. Mary has chosen the good portion, 
which shall not be taken away from her.’” (Luke 


10:40-42 RSV). 


Much that is deemed important by so many of 
us is of no real importance at all. We can be very 
busy, but our very “business” may be robbing us of 
blessings and the empowering which can qualify 
us for true service. We are ‘“God’s building” 
if we are on the Rock Christ Jesus. 


The important question is: ““What kind of super- 
structure are we raising on this Foundation? Our 
rewards in heaven are contingent upon the answer | 
to this question. 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 7: By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus’ Matchless Power 


Background Scripture: Mark 4:35-5:43 
Devotional Reading: Colossians 1:15-23 


The power of Jesus is Matchless Power because it is the power of God: no man could do the works 
that He did: Believe me, He said to the Jews, for the very works’ sake. Our selection from Colossians 
for the Devotional Reading is one of many passages which prove the Deity of Jesus. Let me just quote 
some of the expressions used of Him in these verses from Colossians 1:15-23. “Who is the image of 
the invisible God . . . for by him were all things created . . . all things were created by Him: and for 
Him: And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist . . . and He is head of the body, the 
church . . . that in all things He might have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in Him 


should all fulness dwell”. Such expressions can 


be only used of “his dear Son’. In our lesson 


from Mark we see Jesus doing things which 
only God can do. I would like to call this les- 
son Jesus, the Master of Storms. We see three 
kinds of storms in these verses: The Storm on 
the Lake; the Storm in a Man’s Soul; The 
Storm of Sickness and Death. Jesus can control 
nature; He can control evil spirits; He can 
control sickness and death. We live in a stormy 


world of hurricanes and tornadoes, of earth- 


quakes and volcanoes, of lightning and thunder. 
We live in a world where demons are at work 
to wreck the lives of men. We live in a world 
of sickness and death.. In Jesus Christ we have 


One who a ers all storms and gives victory 


even over death itself. 


I. The Storm on the Lake: Mark 4:35-41: “And 


there arose a great storm”. 


The Sea of Galilee was subject to these sud- 
den and violent wind storms. This one was un- 
usually violent for they awoke Him from His 
sleep and said, Master, carest thou not that we 
perish? Some have thought that Satan was be- 
hind this storm in a vain effort to kill Jesus. 
But the Master of storms was quietly sleeping. 
He was not afraid of storms. Notice the hu- 
manity and the divinity of our Lord. He, as a 
man, was tired and weary. Then, as He arose 
and rebuked the wind, and said unto the 
sea, Peace, be still, see His divine power. What 
man can rebuke the wind and calm the waves? 
A King Canute can try it, but the waves laugh 
at him. But He Who created all things can 
control that which He made: and the wind 
ceased and there was a great calm. And they 
feared exceedingly, and said one to another, 
What manner of man is this, that even the wind 
and the sea obey him? Why had they not seen 
that He was more than man; that He was the 
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Son of God? Why was faith so long in grasping 
this truth? This one miracle was enough proof, 
for men cannot control the wind and the sea. 
Who ever heard of a man so foolish as to try 
to calm a storm? We seek refuge, but we are 
not quite so vain as to rebuke the wind and the 
waves. But we see Jesus, who a moment before 
was asleep on a pillow, calmly speaking and the 
wind and the waves obey; they recognized their 
Creator and Master. 


This is a comforting miracle to me, for I con- 
fess that I am afraid of storms. I have been in 
several severe storms when lightning struck and 
hail poured down and the wind blew, I nearly 
always pray for protection from a threatening 
storm cloud. I am not ashamed to fly to the 
Rock that is higher than I. I am glad that Jesus 
Christ is Master of Nature. I feel sure that 
when He makes all things new, our new earth 
will be free from storms. 


II. The Storm in a Man’s Soul: Mark 5:1-20. 
The worst storms, however, are not the storms 
which sweep over this world of ours, but the 
storm which comes when evil spirits or demons 
take possession of a man’s soul. When they 
came to the other side of the lake such a man 
met Jesus as He got out of the boat. He dwelt 
in the tombs and no man could bind him, not 
even with chains. As we have seen, there were a 


great many such men in Jesus’ day. This one 


was possessed with many demons, for his name 
was Legion. Jesus cast out the evil spirits and 
allowed them to enter into a herd of swine which 
immediately ran down a steep place into the 
sea. When the people came to see the man, 
clothed and in his right mind, and they were 
told about the loss of the swine, they prayed 
Him to depart out of their coast. There are 
men today who value their swine more than they 
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value the souls of men. They tell us about the 
revenue we get from taxes on whiskey, beer, and 
wine. They forget that one man’s soul is worth 
more than all the money in the world. 


I believe we see today evidence of demon 
possession. I was reading of a youth who had 
just committed a horrible crime, and the paper 
said he seemed to have a “split personality”. Is 
that not just another name for demon posses- 
sion? The man who met Jesus had a split per- 
sonality. He ran and worshiped Jesus. He ac- 
knowledged Him to be the Son of God. He 
begged Him not to torment him. When the 
demons were cast out we see a beautiful picture 
of a saved soul, quiet and praying Jesus to allow 
him to go with ‘Him. However, Jesus sent him 
back to witness to his own home people of the 
great things Jesus had done for him. I feel that 
Satan is very busy today and we are living in a 
world where men’s souls are torn by these inner 
storms. Look at the faces of some of our crim- 
inals, or look at the faces seen in a photograph 
of a mob of some kind, and do we not see 
written upon these faces the evidence of the 
spiritual storm raging within? 


I am so glad that my Saviour can cast out 
such demons. Here is the one hope of saving 
our race from destruction. We think and talk 
a great deal about the destruction which would 
come from a hydrogen bomb, and we build un- 
derground shelters to hide in, but the greatest 
danger to our world is not some such bomb, 
but the possession of men’s souls by legions of 
evil spirits, unclean spirits, filling men with 
hatred and malice and murder in their hearts. 
These evil spirits are as real as they were in 
Jesus’ day. They take over the man and he is 
as helpless and seemingly hopeless as the man 
who met Jesus. | 


Right here is the temperance application of 
our lesson. One of the evil spirits that threaten 
us as a nation is found in the whiskey, beer, 
and wine bottle. We have around 5,000,000 
alcoholics in this country and the number is 
growing by leaps and bounds. Besides these 
poor “demon-possessed”” people we have many 
more drunkards who are not quite so far gone. 
If these men and women, whom we should pity 
from the depth of our hearts, could be brought 
to the One Person Who has the power to cast 
out the desire for strong drink, they could be 
rescued. There have been many notable cases 
of such a miracle being performed. Some of 
these men have become outstanding preachers 
who have stirred the world with their story of 
the redeeming grace and matchless power of 
Jesus Christ. Is your soul torn by some storm? 
by some evil spirit? —Then come to Jesus and be 
healed and given your right mind. Do you 
know of some friend who has a soul torn by a 
storm? Then do all you can, through prayer, 
and personal persuasion to bring this friend to 


PAGE 16 


the Saviour Who calmed the storm in the soul 
of the man on the other side of the sea. 


III. The Storm of Sickness and Death: 5:22-43. 


Here is a storm which comes upon all of us 
sooner or later. It may be sudden and quickly 
over or it may be slow and long drawn out with 
years of pain and suffering. I know something 
of this storm during the past few months. 


When Jesus had passed over again unto the 
other side of the lake one of the rulers of the 
synagogue, Jairus by name, fell at his feet and 
besought Him greatly to come and heal his little 
daughter who was at the point of death. While | 
He was on His way to Jairus’ home a woman. 
who had been ill for twelve years came up be- 
hind Him and touched His garment for she 
said, If I but touch His clothes I shall be healed. 
Jesus perceived that virtue (power) had gone 
out of Him and said, Who touched me? The 
disciples said, the multitude throng Thee and 
sayest Thou, who touched me? There is a big 
difference between the touch of faith and the 
mere physical touch. The woman came and 
told Him all the truth. He said to her, Daugh- 
ter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, 
and be whole of thy plague. Jesus wants us to 
openly confess Him before men. 


News comes from the ruler of the synagogue’s 
house that his daughter is dead. Why trouble the 
Master any further? He reassures Jairus, saying, 
Be not afraid, only believe. He took Peter and 
James and John and the father and mother of 
the damsel into the room where she was lying 
and said to her, Damsel, I say unto thee arise, 
and she arose and walked. Here was matchless 
power indeed! Jesus did not raise very many 
people from the dead, only enough to prove 
that He has power over death. In John 5:28 
Jesus said, Marvel not at this; for the hour is 
coming, in the which all who are in their graves 
shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; they 
that have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resur- 


rection of damnation (judgment). In John 


11:25 Jesus said to Martha, I am the resurrection 
and the life; he that believeth in Me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. Be- 
lievest thou this? In I Corinthians 15:55-57 Paul 
exclaims, O death, where is thy sting O grave, 
where is thy victory? .. . But thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Yes, here is Matchless Power in- 
deed, the Power of His Resurrection. Jesus is 
Master of this last and awful storm which all of 
us must face. May our faith lay hold upon Him! 


GIVE THE JOURNAL TO YOUR FRIENDS! 
See Page 19 for Special Offer 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 7, 1958 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Ffonoring Our Parents 


Scripture: Exodus 20:12; 
Matthew 15:3-6; 
Ephesians 6:1-4. 


Suggested Hymns: 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 
“Faith of Our Fathers’ 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

There may have been times in our lives when 
we have secretly wished that our parents were 
exceedingly wealthy. A recent issue of a pop- 
ular magazine carried interviews with a number 
of young people. Many of them expressed dis- 
satisfaction with the material provisions their 
parents made for them. They were unhappy 
because they could not have all the luxuries of 
the children of wealthy families. If we are ever 
tempted to feel underprivileged, we must re- 
member that to be born into a Christian home 
and to be reared by Christian parents is the 
richest heritage anyone can have. No amount 
of money can buy the spiritual blessings of 
Christian parents. 

We also need to remember that there are 
many times when parental love and wisdom, 
like the love of God, must be accepted by faith. 
We know that God loves us and that He is wise, 
but we cannot always see wisdom and love in 
His dealings with us. We just take His love and 
His wisdom by faith. There are many times 
when young people cannot understand why their 
parents require this and do that, but we can 
know that their best wisdom and deepest love 
underlies all that they do on behalf of their 
children. 

It is divinely ordained that we show our grati- 
tude to our parents for their wisdom and love 
by honoring them. This was a part of God’s 
plan from the very beginning, it was put into 
law in the Ten Commandments, and it was 
reinforced several times in the New Testament 
writings. There are many ways of honoring our 
parents. Our speakers will suggest some of them. 


First Speaker: 

The things that our parents desire from us 
most of all are love, understanding and faith. 
Their love and wisdom sometimes direct that 
they go against our wishes. They often find it 
necessary to disappoint us and to deny our de- 
sires. At such times we can bring joy to their 
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hearts by trying to understand their decisions 


and by assuring them of our love and our con- 
fidence in them. Young people have a natural 
desire to be independent, to try their own wis- 
dom, and to make their own decisions. Those 
who really love their parents and desire to honor 
them will always seek to show loving understand- 
ing and trust. 


Second Speaker: 


The Bible consistently teaches the obligation 
of children to obey their parents. This is es- 
pecially true when the parents are Christian. 
The idea of obedience is thought of as being 
old-fashioned by many, but many authorities are 
convinced that the modern lapse of obedience 
is largely responsible for so much of the moral 
and spiritual laxity among young people today. 
The trend seems to be for young people to go 
it on their own and to completely disregard the 
desires and direction of their parents. Since 
this is the trend, it will take some real moral 
courage on our part to go against the popular 
atttitude, and to be faithfully obedient to our 
parents. Regardless of the trends, the Bible 
makes it clear that obedience is an essential 
part of honoring our parents. 


Third Speaker: 

Still another way of showing due respect to 
our parents is through our speech. Most of us 
rejoice in the departure of stiff formalism from 


the social scene, but we should be careful lest 


the easy informality of our speech robs our 
parents of the respect they deserve. It is much 
easier to honor people in thought and deed when 
we use respectful terms when we address them. 
We increase the esteem we have for our parents 
when we are courteous and dignified in the way 
we answer them and ask them questions. Some 
people feel that a return to more formal speech 


_ patterns in the home will result in the loss of 


closeness and warmth in parentchild relations. 
Dignity and respect do not call for the sacrifice 
of closeness, they just add richness and depth. 
Let us seek to honor our parents in the way we 
speak with them. 


Fourth Speaker: 


The most convincing way of showing honor 
to our fathers and mothers is by the deeds of our 
lives. An old adage says, “The proof of the 
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pudding is in the eating”. We might also say, 

“The proof of the devotion is in the living”. 
Most of us are at the point in life where our 

parents are still providing for us, but the Bible 


makes it plain that we are to provide for them — 


when their time of need comes. In Matthew 
15-3,6 Jesus speaks of those who sin by declaring 
that their means are pledged to the cause of char- 
ity so they will not have to support their needy 


parents. He says that those who fail to meet 
their responsibility in caring for their parents — 


are violating the fifth commandment. 

The most solid way of honoring our parents 
is to put into practice the good things they 
have taught us and to follow the example they 
have set before us. The richest reward any 
Christian parent can receive is to see his or her 
children standing for the true and the good and 
living a life of faith in and dedication to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We honor our parents best 
of all when we accept their Saviour as ours and 
when we yield our lives completely to His will 
and His service. | 


(Conclude the meeting by praying the Lord’s 


Prayer.) 
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Thousands of tea- 
chers and preachers 
call Gist a “‘gold mine’’ 
=—the most informative pocket com- 
mentary on the International Sunday 
School Lessons. Concisely presents 
the lesson text, sound exposition, 
mumerous Scripture references. 

_ Edited by Ralph G. Turnbull $1.00 


at your bookstore 


Sketehed *eltiustrated 
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APPROPRIATE CHRISTMAS GIFT 
FOR A CHILD 
Some of the titles 
The Spider and the Hands — Sparrows — Grass- 
hoppers — Swat the Fly — The Little Foxes — 


The Brier and the Roses — Grandmothers and 


Mothers — Joseph - in four continued stories — 
David - in four continued stories — The Boyhood 
of Jesus - in four continued stories — Ten “Mir- 
acle”’ stories — The Ant, a worker — Bears and 
Bugbears — Jesus Loves Children — The Little 
Lost Sheep — Smiles — Stripes — He Climbed A 


Tree — The Tongue — Thanksgiving — Grey- 
friars’ Bobbie — A Little Girl’s Christmas Story. 
80 Stories 


Price $1.25 postpaid. 
Order from 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 


NEWS 


CHURCH 


the CO, 


Union Theological Seminary in Virginia 


Dr. James A. Jones, President, Union Theological 
Seminary in Virginia, announced on behalf of the 
Board of Trustees, the receipt of an anonymous 
gift of $200,000.00. The fund is given to endow 
the professorship of Biblical Theology, and is the 
largest instructional gift in the history of Union 
Seminary. 


Commenting upon this gift, President Jones re- 
marked: “It is most gratifying to the Seminary 
to receive the gift. The intensive study of Biblical 
Theology is one of the most definitive developments 
in theological education within the past twenty- 
five years. Union Seminary has emp ed Bi 
lical Theology in its teaching program, and this 
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endowment strengthens and expands the function 


of this emphasis in the basic disciplines of theo- 
logical study.”’ 


Dr. Balmer Hancock, the professor of Biblical 
Theology, is also co-editor and founder of IN- 
TERPRETATION, a scholarly journal of Biblical 
Theology, and is editor of a forthcoming set of 
Bible commentaries for laymen. 


The Board of Trustees of Union Seminary, in 
its fall meeting on Wednesday, took several im- 
portant actions. 


President Jones announced plans for the de- 
velopment of the Seminary in the decade ahead 
wherein the Seminary must plan for at least 400 
undergraduate students instead of the 235 now 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, 8S. C. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
>. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Magar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. | 

F. B. Hagins, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mor.-Prop. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, 5S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, 5. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, 5. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 


W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Elmo Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Bainbridge, Ga. 

J. N. Long, Mgor.-Prop. 
ARKANSAS 

Belk-Simpson Co. 


Paragould, Ark. | 
W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 
MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. | 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


THE SIMPSON SUPERVISED GROUP 
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enrolled. Such an expansion will require additional 
capital of at least seven million dollars. A study 
of the present resources and future needs of Union 


Seminary is being prepared by the faculty, ad- 


ministration, and educational consultants. 
Dr. Wyndham B. Blanton, Chairman of the 


Board, introduced the following as new trustees 


who have been appointed since the last meeting: 


Reverend Harold J. Dudley, D.D., Executive 
— Synod of North Carolina, Raleigh, 
N. C. | 


Reverend W. G. Thomas, D.D., pastor of the 
West Asheville Presbyterian Church, North 
Carolina. 


Reverend William B. Ward, D.D., pastor of 


Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 


The board expressed its gratitude for the capable 
and devoted service of the late Mr. W. Owen 


Wilson, of Richmond, who as a trustee and chair- 


man of the Seminary’s finance committee, gave 
effective leadership over a period of many years. 


World Mission Receipts 


Budget for 1958 $4,530,000.00 
Received to date 2,523,408.62 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received for 1958 65.70% 
Balance needed for 1958 2,006,591.38 


Emory B. Hearn, Treasurer 


Church Extension 


Report of October, 1958 


Budget for 1958 1,965,965.00 
Receipts to date 3 695,236.26 
Percentage of Annual Budget 35.4% 
Balance needed for year 1,270,728.74 


G. B. Strickler, Treasrer 


The Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 


Statement of Receipts 
JAN 16 - Oct. 81, 1958 


The General Fund Agencies . 
Budget for 1958 $1,120,151.00 
Receipts to date 414,682.57 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 37.02% 


Balance needed for the year $705,468.43 
The Interchurch Agencies Budget 3 
for 1958 7 28,314.00 

Receipts to date 12,828.84 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date | 45.30% 
Balance needed for the year - 15,485.16 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
| Book Department 
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MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson—(PN)—Dr. Van M. Arnold, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Greenwood, and 
moderator of the Synod of Mississippi, conducted 
a series of Bible study services at the Mount Salus 
Presbyterian Church in Clinton during the first 
week of November. 


Different Biblical approaches to the subject of 
prayer were studied at the evening services, when 
Dr. Arnold spoke on the theme: “These Men 
Prayed.’”’ The morning messages were based on 
the book of Romans. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Raleigh—(PN)—The Granville Presbytery camp 
site may be ready for use next summer according 
to a report to the Presbytery at the recent meeting 
held at the First Presbyterian Church in Raleigh. 


The meeting, attended by more than 100 people, 
initiated the campaign for $195,000 to build the 
church camp and conference site on Kerr Lake. 
The Presbytery has leased 212 acres from the 
Federal Government for camp use. 


Dr. Kelsey Regan, pastor of the First Presby- 


terian Church in Durham, is chairman of the 


Presbytery’s camp commission and presided at the 
meeting. He cited the need for the camp and out- 
lined plans for the campaign. 


Kings Mountain—(PN)—Dr. Paul K. Ausley as- 

sumed his new duties as pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Kings Mountain in No- 
vember. Dr. Ausley was formerly pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Elizabeth 
ity, N. C. 


Dr. Ausley is a graduate of Florida Southern 
College, where he received a BS degree. He at- 
tended Hartford Seminary, and received a BD 
from Duke University Divinity School. He took 
a post graduate study at Duke and Columbia Uni- 
versity, and received a Th.D. from the American 
University. He was ordained by the Granville 


Presbytery in 19465. 


Dr. Ausley is married to the former Helen Louise 
Bowen of Tupelo, Miss. 


TEXAS 


Houston—(PN)—The Rev. J. Robert Hawkins 
has assumed his duties as director of education 


for the Second Presbyterian Church of Houston. 


He was formerly serving as minister of the High- 
land Park Presbyterian Church in San Antonio, 
Tex. He has also served at Presbyterian Churches 
in Crane and Coahoma. 


Mr. Hawkins, a native of Denver, Colo., is a 


graduate of Austin College, and Austin Theological 
Seminary. He was ordained in 1950 by El Paso 
Presbytery. 


The Moody Bible Story Book — 
NOW SELLING AT $3.95 


Large, clear, easy-to-read type 
639 pages (6x9 inches) 

164 two-color illustrations 

Over 400 stories in short chapters 
Attractive full-color jacket 


ORDER FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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EXPOSITION OF THE EPISTLE TO THE 
as Floyd E. Hamilton. Baker Book House. 


The method followed in this exegetical and de- 
votional commentary is the so-called “grammatico- 
historical’? method of exegesis. 


Dr. Hamilton believes in the historical and 
ecumenical doctrine of inspiration. By inspiration 
he holds that the Holy Spirit of God so guided 
and controlled the writer of a book of the Old 
and New Testaments that what he wrote he was 
free from all errors in either fact or doctrine 
and became the truth which God wanted his 
people to have. This doctrine, he says, applies 
strictly only to the original text of the autograph 
manuscripts and that the present text only so 
: —_ as it can be shown to agree with that original 
ext. 


Several factors conspire to make this a great 
commentary on Romans. For one thing, the author 
has gone to the original Greek text and exegeted 
it in an honest and scholarly manner. Every 
paragraph is marked by exact and accurate schol- 
arship. In the second place, this work never by- 
passes, evades or dodges the hard passages in 
Romans. The author comes to grips with them 
and presents his findings. The third thing we 
notice is that this work is incisive and not bur- 
dened with extraneous matter. The author resists 
the temptation to include irrelevant material. 
Lastly, at the end of each chapter, the author 
raises pertinent questions to stimulate further 
independent thought and thus makes the chapters 
adaptable for group discussion. 


By the finest of education and wide experience, 
Dr. Hamilton is well qualified to write this com- 
mentary on Romans. A graduate of the College 
of Wooster, and of Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary, and having taught Greek and Missions in 
Princeton Theological Seminary and other insti- 
tutions in America and the Orient, the author is 
able to bring to this work unusual maturity of 
thought and discernment. 


This volume should be in the library of every 
Christian minister. It is designed to help the 
working pastor. It should be of tremendous help 
to teachers of adult Bible classes. We unhesitat- 
ingly commend this work for the _ expository 
preacher and teacher. Christian believers who 
enjoy the best in Christian literature will appre- 
ciate this product from the pen of Dr. Hamilton. 


—J.R.R. 


THE BRIDGE IS LOVE. Hans A. DeBoer. 
Wm. B. Eerdman’s. $4:50. 


Hans De Boer is a Christian businessman and 
journalist. He brings into sharp focus the con- 
temporary problem of race. From his wide travels 
he has observed a number of racial injustices. 
He affirms, “I believe my generation will live 
to see Asia and Africa presenting us with a bill 
for the wrongs we have done them. Nor should 
we place our hopes on the East or West. Our 
hope is in Jesus Christ alone.’”’ We see here that 
we are confronted today not only with the problem 
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of existence but with the problem of co-existence 
and we can survive and flourish only if we suc- 
ceed in surviving and living together. We may 
not agree with all the viewpoints of the author 
but he shows us our ye gmc waged for the future 
of men and nations and the role the Christian must 


take in contemporary life. 
—J. R. R. 


THE OLD TESTAMENT, ITS INTENT AND 
CONTENT. Griffith A. Hamlin. Christopher Pub- 
lishing House. $2.50. | 


The author has written this volume to show 
why the Old Testament was written and what 
each book tries to tell. It undertakes to give a 
summary of each book. The briefest summary 
consists only of a few sentences and the longest 
only a few pages. | 


Each section of this book is colored by the 


-author’s liberal presuppositions. The weakness of 


the book is found in the viewpoint expressed in 
one of the introductory paragraphs: “The early 
Hebrews were the first to find the right God; 
but it took many centuries to acquire the right 
portrait or concept of that God.” The material 
set forth in this volume can be found in almost 
any liberal introduction to the Old Testament. 


LINE TREE. Lenore DePree. Zondervan. $2.50. 


If you’ve ever wondered just where to find the 
lines of right and wrong, if you’ve ever found 
disillusionment in what you’ve trusted most, if 
you’ve ever felt lost in the “shaded gray tones of 
delight and pleasure,’’ then you will thrill to the 
way Kerie Smithfield finds herself, her way of 
life and her Line Tree. If you are still wondering 
and questioning and perhaps with Kerie you will 
find the answer to life’s greatest question. 


WORDS WANTED. Eunice V. Pike. Moody 
Press, Chicago, Illinois. $2.75. . 


This book by a veteran missionary in Mexico 
tells about the mighty work of the Wycliffe Bible 
translators. The author first went to the Mazatec 
tribe in 1936. Though the author went as a 
nurse, we find that nursing becomes background 
and linguistics move into the riggs deme The author 
shows that the finding of the right words for 
the Mazatec’s New Testament is a costly operation 
in time, health and safety. Read this book and 
you will better understand. 


EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS OF ADOLESCENTS. 
J. Roswell Gallagher, M. D. and Herbert I. Harris, 
M. D. University Press. $3.50. 


These two physicians have prepared this volume 
to help young people to become happier, healthier 
and more effective adults. It has also been writ- 
ten for all who deal with adolescents either in 
groups or individually. It is of value to parents 
ministers, teachers, physicians, coaches, club and 


camp leaders. By discussing adolescents’ char- 


acteristics and their problems, the authors have 
furnished the kind of information and to develop 
the kind of attitudes that will enable adults to 
understand young people better. Throughout the 
book emphasis has been put upon the fact that 


although adolescents have a the adolescent 


boy or girl is a person and not a problem. 


The authors remind us that adolescents are 
different. They are no longer little children and 


they are only beginning to be adults. They differ 


from each of these, and we need to think dif- 
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ferently about them when we try to understand 
them and their problems. The authors discuss 
such subjects as mental health, sex, anxiety states, 
sychosomatic disorders, homesickness and scho- 
astic failures. 


The style is simple and direct and free of dif- 
ficult terms. The book is the fruit of these phy- 
sicians’ years of practical and successful efforts 
to help adolescents. 


HANDS, HANDS, HANDS. Harriet Van Meter. 
John Knox Press. $1.75. 


This book is designed to give parents and teach- 
ers an effective way of introducing to children 
the idea that God loves them. Using techniques 
attractive to children—rhythm, rhyme, repetition, 
simple melody, — it shows children that God has 
planned for their happiness by giving them hands 
for everyday activities. 


THE STRONG COMFORT OF GOD. Ernest Lee 


Stoffel. John Knox Press. $3.50. 


Dr. Stoffel divides this volume into three sec-. 


tions. The first discusses the strong assurance, 
the second the strong discipline and the third 
the strong demand. In this age of fearfuiness, 
the author stresses the fact that we need the as- 
surance of the God who loves us, whose face is 
turned toward us in mercy as well as judgmcnt. 
“We need a God who is not looking for someone 
to prostrate himself before him so much as for 
someone to turn up a trusting face and lift a 
trusting hand.’’ We have more creature comforts 
than former generations, but Dr. Stoffel reminds 
us that we send more of our creatures to mental 
institutions than any other generation. He finds 
little comfort in temporary expedients. “The 
tranquilizer only puts off the day when we must 
— whatever made us take the pills in the first 
place. 


The thoughtful reader as he follows the author’s 
line of reasoning, must conclude with him, “The 
Christian faith has a strong assurance, a strong 
discipline and a strong command. This is the 


strong comfort of God.” 
| John R. Richardson 


- DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMS FOR THE CHANG- 
ING SEASONS. Ruth C. Ikerman. Abingdon 
Press. $2.00. | 


In this collection of 40 devotional programs, 
Mrs. Ikerman relates varied situations in life to 
the seasonal changes. She writes with simplicity 
and warmth about everyday incidents familiar to 
everyone—a child’s remark, choosing a valentine 
a housewarming—and then draws a brief spiritual 
application. Each of the programs include an 
appropriate Scripture passage, a leader’s introduc- 
tion and meditation, and a closing prayer. The 
material is conveniently arranged in 4 sections— 
10 programs for each season. 


THIS WAY TO HAPPINESS. Clyde M. Narra- 
more. Zondervan. $2.95. 


In this volume the author, a prominent Chris- 
tian psychologist, defines man’s basic psycholog- 
ical needs and shows how to meet them in every- 
day living. But where many psychologists stop, 
Dr. Narramore steps out with spiritual wisdom 
to declare that only God can ey supply 
man’s psychological needs. ‘‘Then, and only then,”’ 
he points out, “can men know the way to true 
happiness.” 
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